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be made; and if defeat ensued, there "were the mountains for a
retreat, and a succession of strongholds where an almost unlim-
ited defence might be maintained.

At length the fleet put itself in movement. After having
detached Kerverseau to go and take possession of the city of
Saint Domingo, Leclerc directed the armament in three divis-
ions against three principal points; Fort Dauphin, and the city
of the Cape in the North, and Port-aii-Prince in. the West. The
island was thus invested. No declaration of war was made, no
negotiations were opened. The squadrons sailed to the several
points as if they approached a friendly shore, and as a matter
of course entered friendly harbors. Nor could they be chal-
lenged. Toussaint possessed no vessels, and if he had vessels,
was lie not a French subject, and were these not French ships
and French commanders ?

It was not possible for Isaac and Placicle I/Ouverture any
longer to doubt the nature of the errand on which the arma-
ment had been sent. They drew up, in writing, remonstrances
which they presented to Leclerc, who, doubtless, smiled in his
thoughts at their easy faith.oming to Saint Domingo.
